WATTISFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION
OF ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & ACCOUNTABILITY

RETURN (EXEMPT AUTHORITY)

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2021

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 25, 26 and 27
The Accounts and Audit Requlations 2015 {81 2015/234)

NOTICE

NOTES

1. Date of announcement: 23 June 2021 (&)

2. Each year the smaller authority prepares an Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR). The AGAR has been published with this notice.
It will not be reviewed by the appointed auditor, since the smaller authority has
certified itself as exempt from the appointed auditor’'s review.

Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the AGAR,
the accounting records for the financial year to which it relates and all books,
deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to
those records must be made available for inspection by any person interested.
For the year ended 31 March 2021, these documents will be available on
reasonable notice by application to:

{by Christopher Garman — Responsible Financial Officer
Springers, The Street, Coney Weston, Bury 5t Edmunds, 1P31 1HG
01359 221600
wattisfieldpc@@outlook.com

commencing on (¢) ___Monday 28 June 2021

and ending on {d) ___Friday 6 August 2021

3. Local government electors and their representatives also have:

« The opportunity to question the appointed auditor about the accounting
records; and

e The right to make an objection which concermns a matter in respect of which
the appointed auditor could either make a public mterest report or apply to
the court for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful. Written notice
of an objection must first be given to the auditor and a copy sent to the
smaller authority.

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for
this purpose between the above dates only

4. The smaller authority’s AGAR is only subject to review by the appointed
auditor if questions or objections raised under the Local Audit and
Accountability Act 2014 lead to the involvement of the auditor. The appointed
auditor is:

PKF Littlejohn LLP (Ref: $BA Team)
15 Westferry Circus

Canary Wharf

London E14 4HD

(sbadapki-Leom)

5. This announcement is made by {e)
Christopher Garman - Responsible Financial Officer

{a) Insert date of placing of the notice
which must be not less than 1 day before
the date in {¢) below

(b) insert name.  position  and
addressitelephone number/ email
address, as appropriate, of the Clerk or
other person to which any person may
apply 10 inspect the accounts

{c) Insert date, which must be at least 1
day after the date of announcement in (a)
above and at least 30 working days
before the date appointed in (d) below

(d) The inspection period between (¢}
and (d) must be 30 working days |
mclusive and must include the first 10
working days of July. ;

{e} Insert name and position of person |
placing the notice ~ this person must be
the responsible financial officer for the
smaller authority :




LOCAL AUTHORITY ACCOUNTS: A SUMMARY OF YOUR RIGHTS

Please note that this summary applies to all relevant smaller authorities, including local
councils, internal drainage boards and ‘other’ smaller authorities,

The basic position

The Local Auditand Accouni

SISHE U Wl (the Acty governs the work of auditors appointed to smaller
authorities. This summary explain

s the provisions containad in Sections 26 and 27 of the Act. The Act
and the Accounts and Audd Reguigtions -0 0 also cover the duties, responsibilities and rights of smaller
authorities, other organisations and the public concerning the accounts being audited.

As a local elector, or an interested person, you have certain legal rights in respect of the accounting
records of smaller authorities. As an interested person you can inspect accounting records and related
documents. If you are a local government elector for the area to which the accounts relate you can also
ask questions about the accounts and object to them. You do not have to pay directly for exercising
your nights. However, any resulting costs incurred by the smalier authority form part of its running costs.
Therefore, indirectly, local residents pay for the cost of you exercising your rights through their council
tax.

The right to inspect the accounting records

Any interested person can inspect the accounting records, which includes but is not limited to local
electors. You can inspect the accounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and all
books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to those records. You
can copy all, or part, of these records or documents. Your inspection must be about the accounts, or
relate to an item in the accounts. You cannot, for example, inspect or copy documents unrelated to the
accounts, or that include personal information (Section 26 (8) - (10) of the Act explains what is meant
by personal information). You cannot inspect information which is protected by commercial
confidentiality. This is information which would prejudice commercial confidentiality if it was released to
the public and there s not, set against this, a very strong reason in the public interest why it should
nevertheless be disclosed

When smailer authorities have finished preparing accounts for the financial year and approved them,
they must publish them (including on a website). There must be a 30 working day period, called the
‘period for the exercise of public rights’, during which you can exercise your statutory right to inspect
the accounting records. Smaller authorities must tell the public, including advertising this on their
website, that the accounting records and related documents are available to inspect. By arrangement
you will then have 30 working days to inspect and make copies of the accounting records. You may
have to pay a copying charge. The 30 working day period must include a common period of inspection
during which all smaller authorities’ accounting records are available to inspect. This will be 1-14 July
2021 for 2020/21 accounts. The advertisement must set out the dates of the period for the exercise of
public rights, how you can communicate to the smaller authority that you wish to inspect the accounting
records and related documents, the name and address of the auditor, and the relevant legislation that
governs the inspection of accounts and objections.

The right to ask the auditor questions about the accounting records

You should first ask your smailer authority about the accounting records, since they hold all the
details. If you are a local elector, your nght to ask questions of the external auditor is enshrined in law.
However, while the auditor will answer your questions where possible, they are not always obliged to
do so. For example, the question might be better answered by another organisation, require
investigation beyond the auditor's remit, or involve disproportionate cost (which is borne by the local
taxpayer). Give your smaller authority the opportunity first to explain anything in the accounting records
that you are unsure about. If you are not satisfied with their explanation. you can question the external
auditor about the accounting records

The law limits the time available for you formally to ask questions. This must be done in the period for
the exercise of public rights, so let the external auditor know your concern as soon as possible. The



advertisement or notice that tells you the accounting records are available to inspect will also give the
period for the exercise of public rights during which you may ask the auditor questions, which here
means formally asking questions under the Act. You can ask someone to represent you when asking
the external auditor questions.

Before you ask the external auditor any questions, inspect the accounting records fully, so you know
what they contain. Please remember that you cannot formally ask questions, under the Act, after the
end of the period for the exercise of public rights. You may ask your smaller authority other questions
about their accounts for any year, at any time. But these are not questions under the Act.

You can ask the external auditor questions about an item in the accounting records for the financial
year being audited. However, your right to ask the external auditor questions is limited. The external
auditor can only answer ‘what' questions, not ‘why questions The extemal auditor cannot answer
guestions about policies, finances, procedures or anything else unless it is directly relevant to an item
in the accounting records. Remember that your questions must always be about facts, not opinions. To
avoid misunderstanding, we recommend that you always put your questions in writing.

The right to make objections at audit -

You have inspected the accounting records and asked your questions of the smaller authority. Now you
may wish to object to the accounts on the basis that an item in them is in your view unlawful or there
are matters of wider concem arising from the smaller authority's finances. A local government elector
can ask the external auditor to apply to the High Court for a declaration that an item of account is
uniawful, or to issue a report on matlers which are in the public Interest. You must tell the external
auditor which specific item in the accounts you object to and why you think the item is uniawful, or why
you think that a public interest report should be made about it. You must provide the external auditor
with the evidence you have to support your objection. Disagreeing with income or spending does not
make it unlawful. To object to the accounts you must write to the external auditor stating you want to
make an objection, including the information and evidence below and you must send a copy to the
smaller authority. The notice must include:

confirmation that you are an elector in the smaller authority's area,
why you are objecting to the accounts and the facts on which you rely;
details of any item in the accounts that you think is unlawful; and

details of any matter about which you think the external auditor should make a public interest
report.

® & 8 @

Other than it must be in writing, there is no set format for ob ectmg You can only ask the external auditor
to act within the powers available under the | : weountability Act 2014,

A final word

You may not use this night to object’ to make a personal complaint or claim against your smaller
authority. You should take such complaints to your local Citizens' Advice Bureau, local Law Centre or
to your solicitor. Smaller authorities. and so local taxpayers, meet the costs of dealing with questions
and objections. In deciding whether to take your objection forward, one of a series of factors the auditor
must take into account is the cost that will be involved, they will only continue with the objection if it is
in the public interest to do so. They may also decide not to consider an objection if they think that it is
frivolous or vexatious, or if it repeats an objection already considered. If you appeal to the courts against

an auditor's decision not to apply to the courts for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful, you
wili have to pay for the action yourself

For more detailed guidance on public rights and | § gx@%;‘”f’: dtf;ofonffgieyox;tiuigoigi Saggf:;?fﬁ
the special powers of auditors, COpIE?b of the o p
pubhcatron Local authority accounts A - paragraph 4 of the Notice of Public Rights and
< are avanab! - frorﬁ the N AO websﬁe v i»’utfizc-cstw;_ of Unaudited Annual Governance &
- Accounitability Return.
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Certificate of Exemption — AGAR 2020/21 Part 2

To be completed by smaller authonties where the hi giau of gross income or gross expenditure
did not exceed £25,000 in the year of account ended 51 March 2021, and that wish to certify
themselves as exempt from a limited assurance review under Section 9 of the Local Audit
{Smalier Authorities) Regulations 2015

There is no requirement to have a imited assurance review of to submit an Annual Governance and Accountability
Return to the external audilor, provided that the authority has certified itselt as exempt at a meeting of the
authonty after 31 March 2021 and a completed Certificate of Exemption s submitted no later than 30 June 2021
notifying the external auditor.

Wattisﬁeld Parish Counoil

certifies that during the financial yeaf'?f“"of% the higher of the autl xcuty s total gross income for the year or
total gross annual expenditure, for the vear did not excesd £25,000

Total annual gross income for the authority 2‘(31?052?. £10,394

Total annual gross expenditure for the authority 2020/21. £6,854

There are certain circumstances in which an authority will be umbie {o cemfy itself as exempt $0 that a fimited
assurance review will still be required. If an authority is unable (o confirm the statements below then it
cannot certify itself as exempt and it must submit the completed Annuai Govemnance and Accountability Return
Part 3 to the external auditor to undertake a limited assurance review for which a fee of £200 +VAT will be payable,
By signing this Certificate of Exemption you are confirming that
« The authority was in existence on 1st Aprid 2047
« Inrelation te the preceding finanaial year (20197201 the external auditor has not:

« ssued a public interest report in res Fof the authonty or any entity connected with i

« made a statutory recommendation to the authority, relating to the authority or any entity connected with it

» issued an advisory notice under paragraph 1(1) of Schedule 8 to the Local Audit and Accountability Act

2014 ("the Act”), and has not withdrawn the notice
« commenced judicial review proceedings under section 31(1) of the Agt
» made an application under section 28{1) of the Act for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful,
and the application has not been withdrawn nor has the court refused to make the declaration

+ The court has not declared an item of account unlawiul after a person made an appeal under section 28(3) of the Act.
if you are able to confirm that the above statements apply and that the authonty neither received gross income,
nor incurred gross expenditure, exceeding § crificate of Exemption can be signed and a copy
submitted to the external auditor either by email or by post (not both)
The Annual Internal Audit Report. Annual Governance Statemer
variances and the bank reconciliation plus the informalion regui
Regulations 2015 including the period for the exercise of public rights still need to be fully completed and,
along with a copy of this certificate. published on the authority website/webpage® before 1 July 2021,
By signing this certificate you are also confirming that you are aware of this requirement.

S;igned by the Responsibie Financial Officer Date

{. x\cmumiazg Statements, an analysis of
d by Regulation 15 (2), Accounts and Audit

i oonfinn that this Certificate of
?; wimplion was approved by this

B P X ( olbile { ity on this date. 1’1‘%(1&?’ {

: t%iqr\ed isy Tairman Date Cas recardad in mindte reference:
s Q.i(oi.{'b:Lli Zi‘-OS’Q (g,) =

Genetic emcul arjm%& of Authority

Tetephone number
wattisfieldpc@outiook.com 01359 221600
*Published web address

http://wattisfield.onesuffolk.net/

ONLY this Certificate of Exemption should be returned EITHER by email OR by post {not

both) as soon as possible after certification to your external auditor, but no later than 30
June 2021. Reminder letters incurac mrge of MG +VA¥“

Annua! Ga;\,emance and Acc ountabmty Return 202 0721 Part 2 Page 3of 8
Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities
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Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2020/21
We acknowledge as the members of.

Wattisfield Parish Council

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of intemnal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting $ta§em<«3nta We confirm, to the weai of cur knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2021, that

Yos moans thal this authority.

. We have pulin pla € : :
management during the yvear and for the greparation of ‘/
the accounting statementis. ’
2. We nainfained an adequate sysiem of internad contr
including measures designod W prevent and d
and corruption and reviewed its effecuve

3G \’sfrit‘“’f??é’nf‘; in aceordance
’cmf?é\ ;1!)&/ Audi Regulations.

3 &

DT GITAm e if

aitd accepted responsibiity
noney and resources

3. We took all reas
ihat there are no m:aiw':» ot
non-comphance wilh lay
Practices that could have 8 sig
ot the ability of this authonty «
business or manage 1s finances,

it bas the legal power 10 do and has
s P acives m doing 0.

4, We provided proper A;w,n;;”’ ity dr
the gxercise of electons o Thh

on interested the opportunity o
xis about his authorily's accoums.

requirements of the Aq
5. We carried oul an assessment of the i erited te financial and other risks it |
autho! and took & I / frm g Iy i
risks, including the mdroduction of ing i
external insuranca cover where reg wr@d
$1} o for g compeient persen, independent of the financiai
) G { ] ,/ ¥ proustiy o give an olyeciive view on whether
records and control systems. . wfernai controls meet the needs of this smaller authority.
7. We ook appropriale action on all matters ( 4 ()\; 3 w‘w 16 inatiers broughi 1o iy aftention by internal and
in raponts from intarnal and axternal audit |
8. We considered whether any fitigation labilities < about its business avlivily
commliments, avents o transaction fuding evenis taking place after the year
or after the year-end, have
% dsm Nm andl, where appropriate. have inciude
surding statements
9, gf“ local councils only) Trust ftms’w nchuding aki of s responsibdities where as a body
charitable. In our capacily as the i sl manaying frustas of g iocal ust

trusige we discharged ow accountability
responsibilities for the fund{sy/assets. including
financial reporting and i required, umv;mvi w?*
axamination or audit

*or any statement to which the re

planation must be published

o
{

This Annual Governance Statement was approved il o Py the Charman and Clerk of the meeling where

maeting of the authonty on A a
2 {oc.(z»z, [ f
1 iy . 3
nd recorded as minute ref PR T

2 ‘C’QY CC‘) )i.,%f,.;rk ‘ujw

Other information required by t :
The authorty website/webpage is up to date and the
| been published

quited by the Transparency Code has

http:/iwattisfield.onesuffolk.net/
Anm&xi(mv&maﬁu& 2:'31'3{3‘ A(ﬁ{t@l}}‘f%;@bé%iiy Retu - PaQ;S of &

Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards



Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2020/21 for

Wattisfield Parish Council

Year ending

1. Balances brought

forward 5,481

2. (+ ¥ recept or Rates and

Lev 9,680

16 recorded in the cashbook fess
ecaived (line 2} include any

144

3. {(+1 Total other receipts

9,173

s made to and un behalf
§ salaries and wages,
NS, employers pension

ilies and severance pdyﬁ,(«*m’\”

4. {~) Staff costs ; ' vM%
2,188

Loan interestcapial or payments of capital and interest
repaymients 0 year on the authority's borrowings (if any).

7,749

6. (-} All other pay Yaz,é’ﬁ&

7. (=) Balances carried : : Total

forward : 14,386 17,926 equal ,*a,

28i bank accounts. '“*)s?; |
: ' w;fx held as at 21 March — |

short term investments | 14,386, 17,026

4. Total fixed agsets plus
fong term investments 10.55%
and assets

and ”J}f(’

1ol balance as at 31 March of all ioans
Wy PWLE),

10. Total horrowings

}

iy cm;* wrate acts as sofe trustee for
wing Trust funds or ass sets.

Councils Only}
s {including o

1. (For Local
& Trust fu

Wi stalements above do

certify that for the year ended 39 Marg i Toonfrm that these Accounting Statements were

vt temants in this Annual Governance and A | approved by this authority on this date

Return have been prepared on edher s rece !

payments or income and expenditurg by } 21 (c"' Lo 2' (

guidance in Governance and Accouniability f

A B8 . 23 Rraetifion o rn 1H Byorier Mroet %4 : 4

Authorities a‘Pma,ijttgu;rg Guide 1o Proger ractices | a5 recoided i minute elerence:

and present fairly the financial position of this authority, s o s

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before baing y 2t ( of%¥ (OL) e i
L presented 1o the authority for approval !
37 H

% M

Date

Annual Governance and Accouniab
Local Councils, Internal Drainage Bo

STHIES



WATTISFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

STATEMENT OF AUDITED ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31 MARCH 2021

201972020

£
9,680
3,000
0

175

0
3,949
2,049
0

18,853

2,199
403
153
222
288

105

285
287
3,350
550
110
980

947

9,548

5481

18,853

{9,948}

14,386

15,630
{1,244)

14,386

3,500
1,050
3,300
3,599

500
2,437

14,386

INCOME

Precept

Grants

Bank interest

Cemetery fees

Rent

Community Infrastructure Levy
VAT

Sundry

EXPENDITURE

Clerk's salary

Expenses

Professional fees
Insurance

Hire of hall

Donations $.137

Election costs

Training

Subscriptions

General maintenance

New equipment
Churchyard maintenance
Village Green maintenance
Street lighting

Recreation ground and trees
Cemetery maintenance
Sundry expenses

VAT

Balances at 1 Aprit 2020
Bank current account

Plus income

Less expenditure

BALANCES AS AT 31 MARCH 2020

Represented by
Bank current account:
Less unpresented cheques

FUNDS HELD AS AT 31 MARCH 2020

FUNDS ALLOCATION

General Reserve

Election

Trees

Community Infrastructure Levy
Community Transport

Working funds

W
Parish Clerk - Wattisfield

R

2020/2021

£
9,680
250

0

350
114

0

0

0

10,394

2,259
585
191
221

100

10,394

24,780

(6,854)

17,926

17,926

Y7696

3,500
1,050
3,300
1,000
5,477

17,926



WATTISFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
ASSET REGISTER
3170372021

Bus sheiter

wild fowl signs

Light columns

Village sign

Cemetery gate

War memorial
Noticeboards

Seat by pond
Footbridge

Defibrillator and cabinet
Village hall and recreation ground
Village greens
Cemetery

Computer

Speed Indicative Device

Historic
Historic
Historic
Historic
Historic
Historic
Historic
Historic
Historic
Donated
Nominal
Nominal
Nominal
Cost
Cost

N,

2017/2018  2018/2019

£

1368
600

1403

1000

600
546

300
200

500
1

1368

1403

1000

600
546
500
200
500

7161

600

201972

- 202072021

g

1368
600
1403
1000
600
546
500
200
500



£ ase 3 SEM SIBY

HRIPABIINN £

{3

R
O A

SRA

pe WA DR DO
W N 7
ON o

%
SOURUBA

HOH U0 ST cpanniey

| uoneuedyg

S i

RO DY HOWN GO R0 9 aunlll ] (O SonInRe G WA

wodal aus v pobbey o m 1o BLIMDT0; M J0) “sengEe ¥ B

AT I NYD SONYHD 8 G

a
2 Rsees e
£ SIBSRY M4 0L &
$RE D

¢ feding e

a0 Sy A
Vi RNSOTE LEIS ¥

SEART DUE SR

PEY

THEA

3 3 3
SIBLEA JIOWGIVT  GTOTIBLOY

iF XOEY SMEA SdA B Swpeleveid
IS B U SRAIPE ] DOAGIITE JU LRODREIG E +

HGOTY B $O91 0 BROLENEA WROYR} SAKDG PNOIIDL 0 SR UABNAN G VRS FIKA I ROUEURA +
JURABIRS BN BIXOG

woxng paalndn

S3TUBLEBA JO uonRuRidX]



Bank reconciliation

This reconcilation should include all bank and building sauety accounts, including short term investment accounts. it must agree o Box & in the column

headed “Year ending 31 March 2007 in Section 2 of the AGAR - and will alvo agree to Box 7 where the accounts are prepared on a receipts and payments
basis. Please complete the highlighted boxes, remembering that unpresented chedques should be entered as negative figures,

Name of smalter authority {Wattisfield Parish Gouncil ]
CGounty area (local councits and parish mestings only) {Suffolk 1

Financial year ending 31 March 2020

Prepared by (Name and Role) {Christophar Garman - Pansh Clerk and RFO |
Date. ' 260472021
£ £

Balance per bank statements as at 31/3/121

Nat Wast ¢/ia 20,401,584
aceount 2
aceount 3
account 4

{add more accounts if necessary]  account 8
account 6
acgount 7
account B

20401 54

Petty cash float (if applicable)

Lass: any unpresented cheques as at 21321 (enter these as negative numbers)

986 O Gamman (803.64)
967 ¢ Carman {168.38)
Q68 M Eiftain {5007
964 SCC {1.362.97)
{add more lines if necessary] ftem B
g &
dern 7
itern & R
(2.478.07)
Add’ any un-banked cash as at 31/3/21
0.00
Net balances as at 31/3/21 (Box §) ) 17926 .47

3‘(({ 2



